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We are now in Chapada da Diamantina, at the foot of Pai Inácio Hill, in the backwoods of the 

State of Bahia -Brazil, where the Caatinga ecosystem predominated. The only ecosystem 

exclusively Brazilian.  

Have you ever heard the sound of Mandacaru or Xique-xique? They are species of cactus and 

have served for all the sonority of percussion present in this soundscape, their thorns sound 

like marimbas, atabaques, congas, double bass and even water.  

The birds, crickets, wind and the walk on dry branches fill the soundscape, which was 

recorded with contact microphones, binaural microphone and a shotgun condenser.  

This sound landscape is part of the Vazios Habitados (Void Inhabited) project. Film / 

audiovisual installation wich is under production at this moment, made in partnership with 

the Duo Strangloscope (Claudia Cárdenas and Rafael Schiliting) and the photographer Felipe 

Vernizzi.  

Vazios Habitados (Void Inhabited) aims to explore the sound and visual materiality of the 

nature of the Chapada da Diamantina, a region made up of caves, waterfalls and rivers that 

contrast with the dry vegetation of the Caatinga.  
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Rodrigo Ramos holds a degree in Cinema from the Federal University of Santa Catarina 

(UFSC) and the Fluminense Federal University (UFF). Director, performer, musician, editor, 

field recorder and sound designer on several films, theater and dance pieces. His current 

research lies in the creation of electroacoustic music and soundscapes with urban sounds in 

the project “À Deriva Sonora” (To the sound drift) and sound mapping using a 

reinterpretation of an acoustic localizator of the First World War, the “Espelho Sonoro” 



(Sound Mirror).  
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www.rodosound.com www.espelhosonoro.com https://cofilmes.wixsite.com/vazioshabitados  
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